Modernize a Fairy Tale or Fable

LANGUAGE ARTS

Overview

Students update a classic tale to a modern setting while preserving its core message, exploring how
timeless themes apply to contemporary life.

Steps for Teachers

1. Review several fairy tales or fables and identify their moral lessons

Students select a tale and identify its core message

Students brainstorm modern equivalents for characters, settings, and conflicts
Students write a script that updates the story while keeping the lesson
Students create modern characters and settings in Puppet Pals

Students record their modernized tale
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Discuss how the same lessons apply across different time periods

Example

A student modernizes 'The Boy Who Cried Wolf' to 'The Kid Who Cried Hack.' A student keeps
telling the teacher their homework was deleted by hackers when they just didn't do it. Characters
include the student, teacher, and classmates with a school computer lab background. When a
real computer virus destroys everyone's work, no one believes the student who actually saw it
happen. Moral: 'If you lie often, no one will believe you when you tell the truth.'
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Grading Rubric

Criteria

Modern Adaptation

Message Preservation
Creativity

Story Structure

Puppet Pals

Excellent

Clever, relevant modern
parallels that make sense
today

Core moral/lesson is clear
and powerfully conveyed

Surprising and original
approach to modernization

Follows original story
structure while feeling fresh

Proficient

Good modern setting with
clear connections to original

Message is present and
understandable

Shows creative thinking in
adaptation

Maintains basic structure
with modern updates

Developing

Modern elements feel forced
or don't parallel original

Original message is lost or
unclear

Obvious or unoriginal
modernization

Structure deviates too much
or too little from original
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